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Raising the Curtain on Hong Kong Dance Company’s 2019/20 Season:

Grand Dance Drama

Red Poppies
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A feast of Tibetan folk dance and music | An award-winning novel | 2019 Edition

The Grand Dance Drama Red Poppies premiered in Hong Kong in 2006 and won the Best Performer
and Best Costume Design Awards at the Hong Kong Dance Awards 2007. Fervently acclaimed, the
performance has twice made its return to the Hong Kong stage winning accolades from audiences
and critics alike. Red Poppies is scheduled to be staged in Hong Kong for the third time from 1 to 9
June 2019, for six performances at the Auditorium of Sha Tin Town Hall and the Grand Theatre of the
Hong Kong Cultural Centre respectively. Pulling together elite dancers from Sichuan and Hong Kong,
this spectacular dance drama will sweep the audiences off their feet again with many brand new

elements.

The story is about a tribal chief who makes his riches and power from growing poppies and selling
opium. He needs a successor and has to choose between his two sons: the elder is hungry for power;
the younger just wants a simple life — everyone even calls him “bird brain”. Tempted by power and
desire, a family feud fueled by jealousy and hatred rip through the plateau, taking the old order down

in flames.
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Adapted from the eponymous novel, which won China’s most prestigious book prize established by
writer Mao Dun, the grand dance drama Red Poppies draws from folk dance traditions of the Tibetan
region where the book is set. Featuring Tibetan music and singing as well as colourful tribal costumes,
Red Poppies is a testament to the changes of time, the destruction of old world orders and the
coming of a new age. It is also a meditation on karma, on good and evil through the Tibetan culture

and traditions.

Elite dancers from Sichuan and Hong Kong will share the same stage, striking sparks off one another!
After the six performances in Hong Kong, Red Poppies will be performed in Chengdu for three more
shows in July. The performances in Chengdu are supported by the Hong Kong Economic and Trade
Office in Chengdu of the HKSAR, marking an important milestone for cultural exchange between

Hong Kong and China.

Performance Information
June 1 (Sat) 7:45pm
June 2 (Sun) 3pm
Sha Tin Town Hall Auditorium
$380, $280, $220, $160
Performance
date and price )
June 7-8 (Fri— Sat) 7:45pm
zone June 8-9 (Sat — Sun) 3pm
Hong Kong Cultural Centre Grand Theatre
$580, $480, $380, $280, $180 (Evenings)
$480, $380, $280, $220, $160 (Maintees)
Ticketing Tickets available now at URBTIX www.urbtix.hk
50% off Full-time students, senior citizens aged 60 or above,
people with disabilities and the minder and CSSA
Discount recipients (limited offer)
Scheme 20% off Friends of HKDC Prestige Member
10% off Friends of HKDC Classic Member
Please refer to URBTIX for other discount offers
Enquiries 3103 1889 / www.hkdance.com
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Hong Kong Dance Company

Since 1981

Hong Kong Dance Company
“Dancing across East and West,

Mission Statement

We are nurtured in the cultural tradition of China, combining with the creativity of
contemporary art, to impress the world with Chinese dance of Hong Kong character.

Established in 1981, the Hong Kong Dance Company (HKDC) was incorporated in 2001 as a
charitable and non-profit-making institution, and is financially supported by the Government
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. As one of the nine flagship performing arts
companies in Hong Kong, its mission is to promote Chinese dance with contemporary artistic
visions and Hong Kong character. Since its inception, HKDC has staged over 100 productions,
many of which were highly popular with critical acclaim. Recent productions include The
Legend of Mulan, Red Poppies, Spring Ritual-Eulogy, The Butterfly Lovers, Storm Clouds,
[ Q! Y 2 dzNJ, DraG 2fNfa Babt: Ancient Chinese Court Dances, Reveries of the Red
Chamber, Chinese Hero: A Lone Exile, Vipassana, Lady White of West Lake, Tale of Three
Cities, Waiting Heart, Liu Sanjie and Ode to the Silk Road.

As a cultural ambassador of Hong Kong, HKDC constantly brings the city’s unique artistic style
to the world by touring to different cities across the globe, engaging local audiences and
encouraging cultural exchange. In recent years, it has brought its award-winning productions
to the Lincoln Center in New York, the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., the Sony Centre
in Toronto, the Concourse Theatre in Sydney and the Southbank Centre in London, among
others.

Media Enquiries:
Candy Cheung — Company & Programme Manager
Tel: (852) 3103 1878 Email: candycheung@hkdance.com

Rainky Lui — Senior Officer (Marketing & Programme)
Tel: (852) 3103 1810 Email: rainky@hkdance.com
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